Calculating and Estimating Your Course Grade



Dr. Chris Johns
To see all of your grades and calculated totals, as they become available, simply go to Moodle(Administration(Grades. For each Category, you will find a list of grade items (assignments). Under the “Grade” column, each grade item will show a score (or a blank). At the end of that category column, you will see an “average x weight” number. That number is your average score for that grade category, multiplied by the weighted percentage for that category (weights are determined by the syllabus). At the very end, these numbers are summed (together with the other categories) to make up your Total Course grade. Also included are any Bonus/Malus points you make have acquired. This number in the Total Course cell is your final grade for the course.

See the following to understand exactly how these calculations are made, or to do them yourself.

1.Calculating your Moodle Forum Posts Grade (if applicable): As the syllabus says: Each assigned posting is given 4 points for good quality, 3 points for acceptable quality, and 0 points for low quality or no submission. Add up your total score, divide by the total number Posts assigned, and then multiply that score by the weighted amount specified in the syllabus (usually 20%). Add that number to your total Course Grade. Example:





      Totals

MP post # 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 (40 possible)


Grade
    4
3
0
3
4
4
4
4
3
4   (33 received)
So, you received a total 33 out of a possible 40 points. 33/40 = .825, or 82.5%. Multiply that by .20 = 16.5. This number will be added to your Course Grade.

2. Calculating your Paper Or Exam Grade (if applicable): Papers and Exams are graded on the 100-point scale (see AUB official scale, below) using the full range of numbers. However, this grade is given a “weight” specified in the syllabus, which determines how much that grade counts toward your final Course grade.  Let’s say you received an 89 on your first paper and let’s say that the weight is 20%. To get the “weighted” amount, simply multiply 89 x 20%. That equals 17.8. Do the same calculation for any other paper assignments. Let’s say you got 72 points on your second paper and it is also weighted 20%. That equals 14.4. Now suppose you got a 91 on your final paper, and that it is weighted at 30%. That’s 27.3. The sum of these numbers, plus any others below, will result in your Course grade.
3. Calculating your Quiz grade (if applicable): Quizzes are graded on the 100-point scale. Usually, there are only five questions. One wrong answer gets you a 90; two wrong, 80; three wrong 70; four wrong, 60; five wrong, 0 points. These numbers may change if there are more or fewer questions. I’ll let you know. To calculate, first figure your average score by adding up all your individual quiz grades, except for your lowest score (or lowest two: whatever the syllabus specifies). Then divide the sum by the number of quizzes you just added up. This is your average quiz score. Take the average and multiply it by the weight percentage specified for quizzes in the syllabus. Let’s say your average was 80 and the weight is 15%. Your weighted quiz grade is 12. This number will be added to your Course Grade.
4. Calculating your Question or Response Paper Grade (if applicable). Q/R papers are graded on the 100-point scale (unless stated otherwise in syllabus or for specific assignment). First, figure your average Q/R paper grade by adding up all of your individual Q/R paper grades and dividing the sum by the total number of Q/R papers assigned. (If the syllabus says, leave your lowest Q paper grade out of the calculation; then figure the average using one less total). For example:

Q paper #
Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4
Q5
Q6
Q7
Q8


Grade

85
75
60
85
92
92
85
80
Total = 594 (lowest grade, R3, is dropped). Average of 7 papers (594 / 7) = 85

(Note: if four or fewer Response papers are assigned, do not drop the lowest score.)
To figure the weighted Q or R grade, multiply your Average by the percentage weight for Q/R papers, as specified in the syllabus. Let’s say that amount is 15%. So, 85 x .15 =  12.75. This number will be added to your Course grade.

5. Total Before Bonus/Malus points: Now add all of the weighted amounts. Drawing from the previous examples, we have:
17.8  + 14.4  +  27.3 + 12 + 12.75   =  84.25
So, 84 is the Course Grade for these amounts. According to the AUB quality scale, that’s Very Good! However, it is not necessarily your final Course Grade, if attendance or some other factor is to be figured in.
6. Course Grade After Bonus/Malus (if applicable): You grade is not final until your bonus/malus points are counted. If the syllabus specifies, you can get two points for doing the two Bonus projects.  So, if you get 2 points and you have no malus points (points taken off for prohibited behavior) and you have no more than 6 (or 4) absences, your Course Grade, based on the above example, is 83. Please note that final grades on Moodle will place out the numbers by two decimal points. But on AUBsis, I can enter them only in whole numbers. Your grade will be rounded up, only if your Course Grade before Bonus/Malus points is .60 or above in the decimal position.

6. Estimating your Course Grade: At any point in the semester you can estimate your course grade. Just figure your average so far for each assignment, multiply each of those averages by their respective percentage weights according to the syllabus, and sum those weighted numbers. The sum is your current grade. Good luck!
AUB official Grading System 

Points

Quality designation
GPA equivalent
4-point letter equivalent estimates

90-100 

Outstanding

4.0


A


85-89

Excellent

3.63 – 3.93

A-

80-84

Very good

3.2 – 3.54

B+

75-79

Good


2.73 – 3.11

B, B-


70-74

Fair


2.2 – 2.62

C

60-69

Weak


1 – 2.09


D


59(

Fail


0.0


E

Registrar website

	CAV*
	GPA
	 
	CAV
	GPA
	 
	CAV
	GPA
	 
	I
	Incomplete

	<60
	0
	 
	70
	2.2
	 
	81
	3.29
	 
	P
	Pass

	60
	1
	 
	71
	2.31
	 
	82
	3.38
	 
	PR
	In Progress

	61
	1.13
	 
	72
	2.42
	 
	83
	3.46
	 
	W
	Withdraw

	62
	1.26
	 
	73
	2.52
	 
	84
	3.54
	 
	F
	Fail

	63
	1.38
	 
	74
	2.62
	 
	85
	3.63
	 
	 
	 

	64
	1.5
	 
	75
	2.73
	 
	86
	3.7
	 
	 
	 

	65
	1.63
	 
	76
	2.82
	 
	87
	3.78
	 
	 
	 

	66
	1.74
	 
	77
	2.92
	 
	88
	3.86
	 
	 
	 

	67
	1.86
	 
	78
	3.02
	 
	89
	3.93
	 
	 
	 

	68
	1.98
	 
	79
	3.11
	 
	>/=90
	4
	 
	 
	 

	69
	2.09
	 
	80
	3.2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 
