Calculating and Estimating Your Course Grade



Dr. Chris Johns
To see all of your grades and calculated totals, as they become available, simply go to Moodle(Administration(Grades. For each Category, you will find a list of grade items (assignments). Under the “Grade” column, each grade item will show a score (or a blank). At the end of that category column, you will see an “average x weight” number. That number is your average score for that grade category, multiplied by the weighted percentage for that category (weights are determined by the syllabus). At the very end, these numbers are summed (together with the other categories) to make up your Total Course grade. Also included are any Bonus/Malus points you make have acquired. This number in the Total Course cell is your final grade for the course.

See the following to understand exactly how these calculations are made, or to do them yourself.
1. Calculating your Homework Grade: Homeworks are graded on the standard 100-point scale. To figure the grade, add up all of the individual grades and divide the sum by the total number of Homeworks assigned. Suppose eight Homeworks have been assigned:

Homework #
HW 1
HW 2
HW 3
HW 4
HW 5
HW 6
HW 7
HW 8


Your Score
80
70
85
85
90
100
--
100
Total = 610. Divided by 8, the average = 76.25. To figure the weighted Homework score, multiply the average by the percentage designated for Homeworks in the Syllabus. Let’s say that amount is 5%. So, 76.25 x .05 = 3.81. This number will be make up part of your Total Course grade. 
2. Calculating your “Graded Exercise” grade: GEs are graded on the 100-point scale, even so the quiz may be worth less than 100 points. For example, if the quiz is worth 50 points and you score 45, you get (45/50 =) 90 points. To calculate your total score for these assignments, leave out the two lowest scores and add up the rest. Then divide that sum by the total number of number of GEs assigned in the course, minus two. This is your average GE score. Then take that average and multiply it by the percentage weight designated for GEs in the syllabus. For example: 

GE#

GE 1
GE 2
GE 3
GE 4
GE 5
GE 6
GE 7
GE 8
GE 9

Your Score
64
77
88
52
75
--
92
89
92

Based on these nine scores you would leave out 52 and zero. Your average then is the sum of the rest (577) / 7 =  82. Since the weighted percentage for the GE portion of your Course grade is 85, your GE grade would be 82 x .85 = 69.7. This number will be added to the others, below, to make up your Total Course grade.
3. Calculating your Midterm grade: Simply multiply your score by the weighted percentage designated by the syllabus. For example, if you scored 75 and the weighted percentage is 10%, then 75 x .10 = 7.5. This number will make up part of your Total Course grade. 
4. Total Before Bonus/Malus points: Now add all of the weighted amounts. Drawing from the previous examples, we have:

GE grade
Homework
Midterm      Sub Total   

     69.7      +          3.81         +
     7.5
    =      81          
According to the AUB quality scale (see below), that’s Very Good! However, it is not necessarily your final Course Grade, as the following will explain.
5. Course Grade After Bonus/Malus (if applicable): You grade is not final until your bonus/malus points are counted. According to the syllabus, you can get two points for doing the two Bonus projects.  So, if you get 2 points and you have no malus points (points taken off for prohibited behavior) and you have no more than 8 absences, your Course Grade, based on the above example, is 83. Please note that final grades on Moodle will place out the numbers by two decimal points. But on AUBsis, I can enter them only in whole numbers. Your grade will be rounded up, only if you get .60 or above in the decimal position.
6. Calculating the Optional Final Exam: Think you can do better? Want to try? Do you need to? To decide whether you should take the Final Exam, calculate your Graded Exercise grade. Then figure what you would need to score on the Final to improve your grade. You can also change the percentage of the GE grade to give to the Final. (Also, don’t forget to figure your HW, Midterm, and bonus/malus grades, to see what your Total Course grade currently is.) For instance, suppose your GE average came to 75. Multiplied by .85, that’s 63.75. But you think you can score 80 on the Final, and you want to give the Final 70% weight, leaving 15% for the GE grade. So, 80 x .70 = 56. And 75 x .15 = 11.25, giving you a score of 67.25 for 85% of your grade. So, that’s an improvement of roughly four points. If you do not wish to take this option, your GE score will remain 85% of your course grade (as designated by the syllabus). To take the Final Exam option, you must notify me ahead of time what percentage weight you want to give it. All decisions are final. If you do not perform on the Final as well as you had hoped, you must take that score.
7. Estimating your Course Grade: At any point in the semester you can estimate your course grade. Just figure your average so far for each assignment, multiply each of those averages by their respective percentage weights according to the syllabus, and sum those weighted numbers. The sum is your current grade. Good luck!
AUB official Grading System 

Points

Quality designation
GPA equivalent
4-point letter equivalent estimates

90-100 

Outstanding

4.0


A


85-89

Excellent

3.63 – 3.93

A-

80-84

Very good

3.2 – 3.54

B+

75-79

Good


2.73 – 3.11

B, B-


70-74

Fair


2.2 – 2.62

C

60-69

Weak


1 – 2.09


D


59(

Fail


0.0


E

Registrar website
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	I
	Incomplete

	<60
	0
	 
	70
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	81
	3.29
	 
	P
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